
“When we arrive, 

He’s there. When we 

look for Him, He 

has already been 

looking for us. He is 

always in front of us, 

waiting to receive us 

in His heart, in His 

love.” 

     — Pope Francis,  

        2014 Homily 

On your journey —  

A message from Msgr. Richard LaVerghetta 

 
Where are you in your relationship with our Lord? Have 
you stopped and thought about that recently? If you 
could sit with Jesus and discuss anything at all, what 

would it be?  We are all journeying through life — physically and spiritually.  
Our spiritual journey may be for an eternity. Thus we strive for a relation-
ship with God.  The spiritual journey is that unexplainable restlessness we 
experience seeking to explain or understand what life deals us, and to fit 
that in the context of an all-powerful, loving and living God.  For those of us 
following Jesus there is always that desire to know Him more personally,  
more deeply, more intimately and to understand His will for our lives. Be-
cause each of our journeys is personal and we are at different stops along 
the way,  we are offering our parish community a new quarterly newsletter 
designed to help you come to a more personal experience of our Lord. 
During Advent and at the Christmas season, what better time for you to 
encounter our Lord, whether for the first time or in the renewal of your rela-
tionship with Him.  Our newsletter is appropriately titled “Encounter” and 
we hope you will read it and pass it on to others seeking a deeper relation-
ship with our Lord.  Please let us know if you have any ideas and thoughts 
you’d like to share for or about our newsletter.  You can find our newsletter 
ministry contacts on the last page of this edition.  
 
We welcome you to our first edition. Have a blessed Advent and Christmas 
season as you deepen your encounter with our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
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ENCOUNTERING JESUS IN THE BIBLEENCOUNTERING JESUS IN THE BIBLE  
by Father Jorge Bedoyaby Father Jorge Bedoya  

  

Peter encounters Jesus for the First TimePeter encounters Jesus for the First Time  
  
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You will 
be called Peter.”(Jn. 1:42) 
 
 
In the first chapter of the Fourth Gospel, we read that Simon Peter met Jesus 
for the first time when he was introduced to Jesus by his brother Andrew.    
 
It is very peculiar that after Andrew had met Jesus, the first thing that he did 
was to go to his brother Simon and tell him that he had found the Messiah.  
He then brought him to Jesus so that Simon too may have his own encoun-
ter.  Upon meeting Simon, Jesus looked at him and accepted this new recruit 
by giving him a new name, (a new identity.) 
 
The encounter began with Jesus immediately recognizing Simon. “You are 
Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas which is translated Peter.”  
Jesus was the initiator in this first encounter. He tells Simon who he is, (You are Simon), where he comes from 
(son of John), and who he will be in the future (Peter.) These words of Jesus are an indication to Peter -- and 
the other disciples -- that Jesus is more than a rabbi or a new teacher. The gospel does not tell us how Peter 
felt after Jesus spoke to him, but we can imagine that he must have been in shock, wondering; Who is this per-
son who seems to know me so well?  
 
On the surface, Jesus identifies Peter by calling him by name, acknowledging who he is. On a deeper level, a 
level always present in the Fourth Gospel, Jesus’ words signify to Peter that – without introduction -- He knew 
who he was. He knows his present, past, and future; he knows his personal story and he accepts it in that way. 
When Jesus met Peter there was neither rejection nor a judgmental attitude, he accepted him just the way he 
was.   
 
After this encounter Jesus established a relationship with Peter that leads Peter to further insight and strength 
for his future. The welcoming attitude of Jesus allowed Peter to remain with him and, as one of the first follow-
ers, he eventually will become a believer and disciple. He will later “see far greater things and speaks of Jesus 
as the Son of God”, he will hear his invitation to “follow him,” and finally he will receive the commission of shep-
herding his flocks.  
 
Peter’s experience is a great example of how our commitment to be a disciple of Jesus is a lifelong process of 
change. Peter left his fishing gear and business to follow Jesus. In some occasions he was confronted with his 
own sins and feelings of being unworthy, but Jesus restored the communion with him by recognizing his iden-
tity. In spite of his limitations, Peter always felt welcomed and accepted by Jesus.  
 
Every person who meets Jesus and decides to follow Him can identify with Peter, some of his areas of failings 
or doubt, and his self-acceptance of Jesus. From time to time, we also need to feel welcomed, accepted, and 
recognized by Jesus. Peter gives us hope in knowing that, even though our knowledge of God may be limited, if 
we stay close to Him we will be able to grow in our understanding of and relationship with Jesus and accept his 
mission to bring others to him.  
 
Where is your journey with Jesus taking you?  Is this your first encounter? Are you seeking a deeper, more per-
sonal relationship with him?  Let Peter’s story be a guide to your journey.  During the coming Advent and Christ-
mas seasons,  we hope you’ll experience a new — or renewed — first encounter with our Lord. 
 

 



 

 

RAMBLINGS OF A CONVERT 

By Effie Murphy 

 
I love Advent.   In the midst of the busiest time of the year the Church calls us to 
slow down, keep watch, and prepare ourselves to encounter Christ – both at 
Christmas and when He comes again.   That’s easy to say, but not so easy to do. 
 
In Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis said:  “I invite all Christians everywhere to a 
renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least openness to letting Him 
encounter you.   I ask you to do this unfailingly each day.”   
 
The pope’s invitation fits Advent’s call to be prepared.  It’s an invitation I didn’t 
understand when I first became Catholic.   Once the initial excitement of my con-
version had mellowed I felt lost, unsure of what to do next.   Little by little the Holy 
Spirit drew me closer. First it was soft nudges which I ignored, and then it was a 
shove.   To make a long story short, one Advent I had a strong desire to go to 
confession, a sacrament which was not part of my life.   When I finally got the 
courage to approach a priest I was stunned when he said  “I have time right now”.    
I was nervous, scared and made what may have been the most convoluted con-
fession in history.  And that was OK; Fr. A walked me through it.     
 
That day, through the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession) I received the gift 
of Jesus’ love, mercy and forgiveness.   It was the beginning of healing, the be-
ginning of an incredible journey, and the beginning of a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ I had not known was possible. 
 
One thing I learned is that each time we go to confession we encounter Christ.   
Through each encounter we are transformed, sometimes slowly, sometimes not 
so slowly.  And yes, sometimes we fail.  As my husband likes to say: “That’s why 

we’re called Practicing Catholics, we’re still trying to get it right.”   
 
Last Advent Pope Francis said: "The journey is never finished, just as in each of our own lives, there is always 
a need to restart, to rise again, to recover a sense of the goal of one's own existence."       
 
We all carry burdens, we all carry memories of what we have done and what we have failed to do.   We all 
need to be healed.  Are you willing to come and receive the mercy, healing and forgiveness that Christ longs 
to give you?  
 
The priests at St. Joan of Arc offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation every Saturday beginning at 4pm.  If that 
doesn’t work for you, you can do what I have done many times; ask one of the priests to see you at a different 
time. 
 
Have a blessed Advent.   
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“Do not forget this: the Lord never wearies of forgiving! 

We are the ones who weary of asking for forgiveness.” 

            - Pope Francis 



WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 

By Fr. Robert Barron, Word on Fire—www.wordonfire.org 

Advent is the liturgical season of vigilance or, to put it more mundanely, of waiting. During the four weeks prior to 
Christmas, we light the candles of our Advent wreaths and put ourselves in the spiritual space of the Israelite peo-
ple who, through many long centuries, waited for the coming of the Messiah (“How long, O Lord?”). 

In the wonderful avant-garde German movie Run Lola Run a young woman finds herself in a terrible bind: She 
needs to gather an enormous amount of money in a ridiculously short period of time. Throughout the movie she 
runs and runs, desperately trying through her own frantic efforts to make things right, but nothing works. Finally, at 
the moment when she finds herself at the absolute limit of her powers, she slows to a trot, looks up to heaven and 
says, “Ich warte, ich warte” (I’m waiting, I’m waiting). Though she does not explicitly address God and though there 
has been no hint throughout the movie that Lola is the least bit religious, this is undoubtedly a prayer. And in the 
immediate wake of her edgy request a rather improbable solution to her problem presents itself. 

Lola’s prayer has always reminded me of Simone Weil, that wonderful and mysterious 20th-century French mystic 
whose entire spirituality is predicated upon the power of waiting, or—in her language—of expectation. In prayer, 
Weil taught, we open our souls, expecting God to act even when the content of that expectation remains unclear. 
In their curious vigilance and hoping against hope, both Lola and Simone are beautiful Advent figures. 

Hold Your Horses 

Their attitude is, of course, deeply rooted in biblical revelation. From beginning to end of scripture we discover sto-
ries of people who are compelled to wait. 

The patriarch Abraham received the promise that he would become, despite his old age, the father of a son and, 
through that son, the father of descendants more numerous than the stars in the night sky. But the fulfillment of 
that promise was a long time in coming. Through many years, as he and his wife grew older and older, as the likeli-
hood of their parenthood became increasingly remote, Abraham waited. Did he doubt? Did he wonder whether he 
had misconstrued the divine promise? Did he waver in his faith? Did he endure the taunts of his enemies and the 
pitying glances of his friends? Probably. But he waited, and in time the promise came true. 

 

Abraham’s great-grandson Joseph, the wearer of the multi-colored coat, saw in a dream that he would be a power-
ful man and that his brothers would one day bow down to him in homage. But the realization of that dream came 
only after a long and terrible wait. He was sold into slavery by those very brothers, falsely accused of sexual mis-
conduct, humiliated, and finally sent to prison for seven years. Imagine what it must have been like to endure years 
in an ancient prison—the discomfort, the total lack of privacy, the terrible food in small amounts, sleeplessness, 
torture, and above all, hopelessness. This is what Joseph had to wait through before his dream came true in a 
most unexpected way. 

 

The people of Israel were miraculously delivered from slavery in Egypt, led across the Red Sea by the mighty hand 
of Moses—and then they waited. A journey that normally would have taken only a few weeks stretched to 40 years 
as they wandered rather aimlessly through the desert. The book of Exodus frequently gives us indications of what 
this time of vigil was like: “The people grumbled against Moses, ‘We are disgusted with this wretched food… Why 
did you lead us out into this desert to die? Were there not graves enough in Egypt?’” (Exodus 16:2-3) They were 
hardly models of patience. 

 

Even poor Noah had to wait, cooped up in the ark with his irritable family and restless animals while the waters 
slowly retreated. 

 

God Has No Express Lane 

 

All of this, I submit, is very hard for most of us. I suppose we human beings have always been in a hurry, but mod-
ern people especially seem to want what they want when they want it. We are driven, determined, goal-oriented, 



“What are you waiting for?”  by Fr. Robert Barron (continued) 

As a Chicagoan I find myself unavoidably in a lot of traffic jams, and nothing infuriates me more. Usually stuck 
behind a massive truck, you have no idea when you will get where you want to be, and there is nothing you 
can do about it. I hate waiting at doctors’ offices; I hate waiting in line at the bank; I hate waiting for the lights to 
come back on when the electricity fails. 

So when I’m told that waiting seems to belong to the heart of the spiritual life, I’m not pleased, for here, too, I 
want answers, direction, clarity—and I want them pronto. I desire to feel happy and to know what God is up to; 
I need my life to make sense—now. I’m pleased to live a spiritual life, but I want to be in charge of it and to 
make it unfold according to my schedule: Run Barron Run. All of this is profoundly antipathetic to the mood and 
spirit of Advent. 

So what sense can we make of the countercultural and counterintuitive spirituality of vigilance? The first thing 
we have to realize is that we and God are, quite simply, on different time tables. The second letter of Peter 
states this truth with admirable directness: “To you, O Lord, a thousand years are like a day.” (2 Peter 3:8) 
 
To the God who stands outside of space and time and who orders the whole of creation, our hours, days, 
years, eons have a radically different meaning. What is a long time to us is an instant for God, and hence what 
seems like delay to us is no delay at all to God. What seems like dumb and pointless waiting to us can be the 
way that God, in a unique and finally mysterious manner, is working God’s purposes out. 

Theologian Richard Rohr summed up the spiritual life in the phrase “your life is not about you,” and this insight 
is particularly important in terms of the present question. “Why isn’t God acting how I want and when I want?” 
Perhaps because your life is part of a complex whole, the fullness of which only God can properly grasp and 
fittingly order. 

But we can make things even more specific. Is it possible that we are made to wait because the track we are 
on is not the one God wants for us? Author G. K. Chesterton said that if you are on the wrong road, the very 
worst thing you can do is to move quickly.  Maybe we’re forced to wait because God wants us seriously to re-
consider the course we’ve charted, to stop hurtling down a dangerous road. 

Or perhaps we are made to wait because we are not yet adequately prepared to receive what God wants to 
give us. When we don’t get what we want, we begin to want it more and more, with ever greater insistency, un-
til our souls are on fire with the desire for it. Sometimes it is only a sufficiently expanded and enflamed heart 
that can take in what God intends to give. 

What would happen to us if we received, immediately and on our own terms, everything we wanted? We might 
be satisfied in a superficial way, but we wouldn’t begin to appreciate the preciousness of the gifts. After all, the 
Israelites had to wait thousands of years before they were ready to receive God’s greatest gift. 

Even if we are on the right track and even if we desire with sufficient intensity what God wants to give, we still 
might not be ready to integrate a particular grace into our lives or to handle the implications of it. Joseph the 
dreamer clearly wanted to be a great man, but if he had been given political power and authority when he was 
an arrogant kid, the results would have been disastrous both for himself and for those under his control. His 
many years of suffering—his terrible wait—made him a ruler with both wisdom and deep compassion. And so, 
when his brothers did indeed finally bow down to him as he foresaw in his dream, he was able to react not in 
vengeance, but in love: “I am Joseph, your brother." 

Three Advent Practices 

What practically can we do during the season of waiting and vigil keeping? What are some practices that might 
incarnate for us the spirituality described here? 

1. How about the classically Catholic discipline of eucharistic adoration? To spend a half-hour or an hour in 



“What are you waiting for?”  by Fr. Robert Barron (continued) 

As you keep vigil before the Blessed Sacrament, bring to Christ     
some problem or dilemma that you have been fretting over, and then 
pray Lola’s prayer: “Ich warte, ich warte.” Say, “Lord, I’m waiting for 
you to solve this, to show me the way out, the way forward. I’ve 
been running, planning, worrying, but now I’m going to let you work.” 
Then, throughout Advent, watch attentively for signs. Also, when you 
pray before the Eucharist, allow your desire for the things of God to 
intensify; allow your heart and soul to expand. Pray, “Lord, make me 
ready to receive the gifts you want to give,” or even, “Lord Jesus, 
surprise me.” 

2. A second—and more offbeat—suggestion: Do a jigsaw puzzle. Find 
one of those big, complex puzzles with thousands of small pieces, 
one that requires lots of time and plenty of patience, and make of it 
an Advent project. As you assemble the puzzle think of each piece 
as some aspect of your life: a relationship, a loss, a failure, a great 
joy, an adventure, a place where you lived, something you shouldn’t 
have said, an act of generosity. So often the events of our lives 
seem like the thousand pieces of a puzzle lying incoherently and 
disconnectedly before us. As you patiently put the puzzle together 
meditate on the fact that God is slowly, patiently, according to his 
own plan and purpose, ordering the seemingly unrelated and incon-
gruous events of our lives into a picture of great beauty. 

3. Finally, take advantage of traffic jams and annoying lines—really 
anything that makes you wait. Instead of cursing your luck, banging 
on the steering wheel, or rolling your eyes in frustration, see the 
wait as a spiritual invitation. 

When you are forced to slow down, pray one of the great, repetitive    
vigil prayers of the church, such as the rosary or the Jesus prayer 
(“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner”). With 
this resolution in mind, hang a rosary around your rearview mirror at 
the beginning of Advent. Consider the possibility that God wants you 
at that moment to wait and then sanctify the time through one of 
those savoring prayers. 

The entire Bible ends on a note not so much of triumph and completion 
as longing and expectation: “Come, Lord Jesus.” From the very begin-
ning of the Christian dispensation, followers of the risen Jesus have 
been waiting. Paul, Augustine, Chrysostom, Agnes, Thomas Aquinas, 
Clare, Francis, John Henry Newman, and Simone Weil have all waited 
for the Second Coming and have hence all been Advent people. During 
this season let us join them, turning our eyes and hearts upward and 
praying, “Ich warte, ich warte.” 

 

Abridged reprint – Fr. Robert Barron, www.Wordonfire.org - Advent, 
2008 

 

ST. JOAN OF ARC CHURCH 

100 Willow Bend Road 

Marlton, NJ 08053 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

(All Masses held in the Church) 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Wednesday, December 24 

3:00 pm 

5:00 pm (Children’s Mass) 

6:30 pm 

8:30 pm (with choir) 

Midnight Mass 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Thursday, December 25 

8:00 am 

10:00 am 

12:00 noon 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Wednesday, December 31 

5:00 pm 

 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Thursday, January 1, 2015 

9:00 am 

10:30 am  

 

Wondering what to wear this 

holiday season?   

Let Scripture be your guide! 

As St. Paul said to the Colos-

sians (Colossians 3: 12,14) 

“Put on then, as God’s chosen 

ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt 

compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness, and patience...And 

over all these put on love, that is, 

the bond of perfection.” 



 

Your Child’s Inheritance — Faith 
by Effie Murphy 
 
 
One of the most important things we can do as parents is pass 
on our faith.  Between school, homework, sports, chores, and 
our work, it can be hard to find time to teach our children about 
God. During the Advent and Christmas seasons, here are a 
few ideas that can help get you started:   
 
 
10. Make faith a part of your daily life.  That’s easy to say, 
      but how. See below for a few suggestions.   
 
9. Talk about Jesus and share your faith.  If you have doubts  
      about something, try praying as a father in scripture did  
      when he asked Jesus for help: “Lord I believe, help my unbelief.”   (Mark 9:24).   
      Our children need to know they can always turn to God, even when they have a hard time believing.     
 
8. Pray together as a family.  When teaching them formal prayers such as the Our Father make sure they  
      understand what the words mean.   With older children, discuss the different parts of the Our Father  
      and what it teaches us about our relationship with God and each other.    Teaching them how to pray 
      spontaneously is important too.   Start with something simple like grace before meals, praying before  
      you go to bed or saying a prayer if you hear a siren. Prayer is talking to, and spending time with God.    
  
7. Learn about and live your faith.  Little things such as knowing why we kneel at Mass can take on a new 
      meaning when we understand why we do it.  When donating food, or helping a neighbor, let your  
      children know that Jesus wants us to care for those in need.     
 
6. Follow the Pope on twitter. Each week ask your children to pick one thing he said and encourage  
      them to find ways to put it into practice that week.         
 
5. Have visual reminders at home that represent your faith such as a bible, a crucifix and religious 
      pictures. Place them where your children will see them.   
 
4. Read, and talk about, next Sunday’s readings on Wednesday. You can find them at USCCB.org.  

      Ask your children to tell you about any words or phrases that struck them.  
Talk about them again  
      after Mass on Sunday.    
 
3. Go to Mass regularly.  Yes, I know it’s hard, but do it anyway. We have  
      Children’s Liturgy at 9:00am on the first Sunday and at 10:30am on 
      the third Sunday of every month.   Teach your children to be involved 
       – encourage them to read, listen, pray and sing. If your children are  
       fidgety, sit up front. You would fidget too if you couldn’t see.   
 
2.  Work on strengthening your own relationship with Jesus Christ 
     (see number 9). Did you know that Jesus wants to have a relationship 
     with you?      
 
1. Remind your children that God loves them and that there is nothing 
      they can do that can separate them from the love and mercy of God.  
      Remind yourself that as well.   



Contact Us 
 

St Joan of Arc “Encounter” editorial team : 

 Sue Latella (Ministry Lead)

(sjlatella@aol.com) 

 Terri Bracchi (terrib60@comcast.net) 

 Fr. Jorge Bedoya 

(Jorge.bedoya@stjoans.org) 

 Effie Murphy 

(murphy_sj17@verizon.net) 

 Karen Stroker (kstroker@icloud.com) 

 

HOW TO BECOME  CATHOLIC:   

Call Fr. Rich or Fr. Jorge at  

856-983-0077 for any questions you 

have. 

 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS,  BLESSING 

OF CIVIL MARRIAGE:  

Please call the parish office at  

856-983-0077 

 

This newsletter is a volunteer offering of love for the parish community and friends of St Joan of Arc Parish, Marlton, NJ.  If you are interested 

in submitting an article about your Catholic faith journey to conversion, a personal moment of encounter with our Lord,  or ideas about how we, 

as a community can better evangelize and bring others to an awareness, encounter and conversion with our Lord Jesus,  please contact any 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 
We are all God’s children; we are all sis-
ters and brothers in Christ!  All are wel-
come! 
 
Liturgy Schedule: 
 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 10:30 am & 12 Noon 
 
Korean Mass: 3:30 pm on the 2nd Sun-
day of the month 
 
Student Mass: 5:30 pm every 4th Sunday 
of the month 
 
Daily Mass Hours 
 
Monday -  Saturday:   9:00 am 
Tuesday & Thursday:    7:00 am 
 
Morning Prayer:  
Mon., Wed., Fri.: 7:00 am 
 
Adoration:  Tuesdays, 5 - 7 pm 
Benediction: at 7:00 pm 
 
Confession:  Saturday, 4:00 pm or 
Anytime by appointment 
 

The Community of St. Joan of Arc, Marlton  

welcomes you -- whatever your journey toward  

encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ.   

Join us on the journey! 

Come to a Mass or visit us at www.stjoans.org. 

There is a prayer, a program, a group or activity 

DO YOU NEED PRAYER? 

Abide In Me - our intercessory prayer 
ministry joins together to bring to God 
whatever your need; a special intention, 
a sickness, death, addiction, a life crisis 
or problem.  Let us raise our voices on 
your behalf.  You can also join us in 
prayer on Wednesdays, 1 - 2 pm in the 
Gathering Room of the church. 

 
Please email your intentions to:  Marijane33@comcast.net or your can call 
(609) 744-7579.  For more information, visit the ministry page of St. Joan of 
Arc website at: www.stjoans.org/ministries/abide-in-me/ 


